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employed for laboratory work in connection with courses on com- 
parative vertebrate anatomy, and heretofore no published outline 
for its dissection has been generally accessible. 

The question as to the practical and pedagogical value of manuals 
of this nature remains, as before, an individual one with different 
teachers. In respect to method of treatment the present outlines 
offer few innovations; but apparently the attempt has been made to 
have them as practical as possible, so that they may, if it is desired, 
be placed in the student's hand with little or no modification. To 
this end the descriptions are made rather fuller than some instructors 
might consider desirable, especially those who believe that laboratory 
outlines should consist merely of a framework of directions as to the 
method of proceeding to work, together with suggestive questions, 
rather than a description of what the student is expected to see. Dr. 
Pratt has largely overcome this objection by the relatively great num- 
ber of original drawings called for. Satisfactory drawings insure 
that the student has seen what is described, and the omission of all 
illustrations from the book will make him dependent upon his own 
observations in supplying these. 

L. J. C. 

Stephens's California Mammals 1 is a handbook written to 
popularize the study of the rich mammalian fauna of that State. 
In addition to a brief description of each species with a statement of 
its distribution, the author has given a number of field notes on the 
forms that have come under his personal observation. The accounts 
of the Cetacea are taken from Scanimon as the author has had no 
experience with them. The nomenclature used for these animals 
is in some cases not that now in vogue. The scientific names of the 
species considered, are followed by the name of the authority as usual, 
but the author tells us that he has omitted the parentheses in all cases 
where they are usually employed. This seems a mistake in a work 
of this sort. The chapter on life zones is accompanied by a chart 
showing the location of these areas. A check-list and glossary are fol- 
lowed by a very complete index. Several rather characterless wash 
drawings serve as full page illustrations. 

The work can be but preliminary, the author states, but undoubtedly 
it will be of value as a basis for a more thorough investigation. 

G. M. A. 



1 Stephens, F. California Mammals. San Diego, Cal., West Coast Pub- 
lishing Co., 1906. 8vo, 351 pp., illus. $3.50. 



